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secreted themselves in the ways of approach, intend-
ing to surprise some portion of the enemy.

About two hundred Iroquois having detached them-
selves from their main body, in order to get the start
and proceed to the attack of our house, encountered
some advance-guards of that Huron troop. The latter
straightway took flight after some skirmishing, and
were eagerly pursued until within sight of our fort,—
many having been killed while they were in disorder
in the midst of the snows. But the more courageous
of the Hurons, having stood firm against those who
joined combat with them, had some advantage on
their side, and constrained the Iroquois to take refuge
within the palisades of the village of Saint Louys,—
which had not been burned, but only the cabins.
These Iroquois were forced into that palisade, and
about thirty of them were taken captives.

[41] The main body of the enemy, having beard
of the defeat of their men, came to attack our people
in the very midst of their victory. Our men were
the choicest Christians of the village of la Concep-
tion, and some others of the village of la Magdelaine.
Their courage was not depressed, although they were
only about one hundred and fifty. They proceed to
prayers, and sustain the assault of a place which,
having been so recently captured and recaptured,
was no longer adequate for defense. The shock was
furious on both sides,-—our people having made many
sallies, notwithstanding their small number, and
having often constrained the enemy to give way.
But,—the combat having continued quite far into the
night,— as not more than a score of Christians,
mostly wounded, were left, the victory remained
wholly in the hands of the Infidels. It had, however.


